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Are you familiar with WSDOT’s Safe Routes 
to School and Pedestrian/Bicyclist Program?
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Safe Routes to School and 
Pedestrian/Bicyclist Programs
• Aim to improve safety for pedestrians 

and bicyclists
• All roads
• All public agencies & Tribal 

governments are eligible
• Projects must:

– Comply with funding requirements
– No match is required

Photo of bike lane, parking lane and sidewalk
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Funding Programs Summary
 Programs can fund:

o Speed Management Treatments
o Crossing and Intersection Treatments
o Grade Separated Treatments
o Lighting Improvements
o ADA Improvements
o Linear Treatments Designed for Pedestrians
o Linear Treatments Designed for Bicyclists
o Linear Treatments Designed for Pedestrians and Bicyclists
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Pedestrian and Bicycle Program
Purpose

• Eliminate pedestrian and bicyclist fatal 
and serious injury traffic crashes.

• Increase the availability of connected 
pedestrian and bicyclist facilities that 
provide low traffic stress and serve all 
ages and abilities.

• Increase the number of people that 
choose to walk and bike for 
transportation.

Photo bicyclist in bike lane
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Pedestrian and Bicycle Program

Two types of projects are 
eligible:

1) Construction projects
2) Development/design-

only projects
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Photo of raised intersection, Olympia, WA



$46.38 million expected in state 
funds for 2025-2027

Pedestrian and Bicycle Program

Two types of projects are eligible:

1) Construction projects
2) Development/design-only 

projects
Photo of sidewalk and separated bike lane.
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Safe Routes to School Program
Purpose
• Enable and encourage children, including those with 

disabilities, to walk, roll, and bicycle to school.
• Make bicycling and walking to school a safer and more 

appealing form of transportation, encouraging a healthy and 
active lifestyle from an early age.

• Facilitate the planning, development, and implementation of 
projects and activities that will improve safety and reduce 
traffic, fuel consumption, and air pollution in the vicinity of 
schools.
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Safe Routes to School Program

Three types of projects are eligible:

1) Construction projects within two miles of a school
2) Development/design-only projects
3) Education and encouragement only
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• $51.15 million expected in 2025-2027
• State and federal funds
•  Nonprofit entities are eligible

Safe Routes to School Program

Photo of a traffic garden and children learning to bicycle safety.
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Successful Project: 
Union Gap, Ahtanum Road Pedestrian Railroad Crossing, 
$1.949 million. Median refuge island, new marked 
crosswalks, rectangular rapid flashing beacons (RRFB), 
ADA curb ramps, shared-use path/trail, pedestrian/bicyclist 
railroad crossings, sidewalk (5'+) with curb.

Pedestrian and Bicycle Program
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Successful Project: 
Yakima, Fred Meyer Active Transportation Pathway: 
Connecting Fred Meyer Shopping Center to West 
Powerhouse Road Community and to Yakima Greenway, 
Naches, and William O. Douglas Trail Systems, $1.63 
million. Roundabout, new marked crosswalk, green 
pavement/bicycle intersection crossing markings, ADA 
curb ramps, audible pedestrian signal, bicycle wayfinding 
signs/markings, shared-use path/trail.

Pedestrian and Bicycle Program
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Successful Project:
Clark County, Truman Elementary School Safety 
Improvements, $904,000. Curb extensions/bulb-outs, raised 
crosswalk, new marked crosswalk, rectangular rapid flashing 
beacon (RRFB), lane width reduction, ADA curb ramps, 
sidewalk with curb and buffer and sidewalk with curb. 

Safe Routes to School Program
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Successful Project:
Clarkston, Grantham Elementary School Pedestrian Safety 
Improvements, $1.9 million. Curb extensions/bulb-outs, new 
marked crosswalk, pedestrian scale crossing illumination, 
rectangular rapid flashing beacon (RRFB), speed feedback 
signs, school/playground 20 mph speed zone (flashing 
beacons/signage), ADA curb ramps, bicycle wayfinding 
signs/markings, bicycle boulevard conversion, sidewalk with 
curb and buffer and sidewalk at curb. 

Safe Routes to School Program
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Funding Programs Competitive 
Application Process
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• Applications submitted
• Internal review to tier projects
• Review committee evaluation
• Electronic or on-site project reviews 
• Prioritized list to Governor and Legislature
• Selection of projects by July 2025



Project Review Criteria

• Project Quality
• Value
• Deliverability
• Safety
• Equity
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Photo of a school crossing with a median island.
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Past Application Cycles
“This project will include the following number 
of Crossing Infrastructure/Geometric 
Treatments. Indicate the number or length of 
each type that will be included in the project 
and leave the other options blank.”
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Photo of an ADA curb ramp



2025-27 Project Selection 
Process

Total funding

WSDOT selection 
for project 

development 
process

Project development 
capacity support by 

invitation

List of projects for 
awards to the 

Legislature

Competitive process 
(open to all public 

agencies)
General support 

(trainings, data, etc.) Project screening
Ranked list of 

projects for awards 
to the Legislature
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Project Development Support 
Purpose & Goals
High-quality, focused technical assistance (TA) that results in:

• Short term support to develop projects ready for a construction award

• Increase the utilization of the programs by a greater diversity of 
jurisdictions

• Serve overburdened communities

• Long term support for active transportation plans and planning



Project Development
• Focused Project Development

– Support to local agencies catered to 
the specific needs

– Menu of support options
• General Support

– Resources, trainings, staff available 
for questions
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Photo of pedestrian crossing and median island.



Project Development
Would the information below increase your local agency/government’s ability to apply for 
funding? 

– Cost estimates example
– Schedule estimates example
– Crash data analysis
– Design/treatment selection
– Speed management (design/treatment examples)
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Project Development
In what format would support or technical assistance best be provided to you?

– Training for our staff
– Consulting services managed by WSDOT
– Consulting services we manage directly
– Data/mapping services
– Guides/model information
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WSDOT Active Transportation 
Programs Design Guide
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Purpose of the Design Guide
 Establishes common definitions of the 

treatments for these funding programs
 Expands on the prior list of treatments with 

design guidance
 Simplifies project development and application 

for funding
 Emphasizes “how” to design treatments
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When Does the Guide Apply

 All SRTS and PBP 
applications on local or 
county roads

 On state routes, 
comply with WSDOT 
Design Manual and 
related agency 
standards
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References Informing the Guide

31

NACTO AASHTO FHWA



Funding Program Expectations

WSDOT will expect treatments to align with the design 
elements as stated in the guide. Any variations in treatment 
definitions should be explained in the application process.
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2025-27 Project Applications

• Aim to meet WSDOT’s Level of 
Traffic Stress 1 or 2

• Encourage Complete Streets for 
people walking, biking, and 
rolling
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https://wsdot.wa.gov/sites/default/files/2022-06/DesignBulletin2022-01.pdf
https://wsdot.wa.gov/sites/default/files/2022-06/DesignBulletin2022-01.pdf


Design Guide Structure
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Outline Highlights

• Part 1 – Guide overview
– How to use the guide

• Part 2 – Treatment toolbox
• Appendix

– Plan sheet details
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Do you plan to apply to these funding 
programs in the next application cycle 
(2025-2027)?
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If yes, in what stage of planning or design is your project?

• Selected project location
• Completed project outreach and planning
• Project currently in design
• Completed project design
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Ways to Use the Guide
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If the Project is Already 
Planned…
Consider designing the project to 
align with the Design Guide for 
the treatments you may seek 
funding for

Source: Oak Harbor Draft Active Transportation Plan 2023
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If the Project is Already 
Designed…
Review the project for alignment 
with the design guide. For any 
design features that may vary from 
the guide, provide additional 
information in your application or 
consider adapting the design
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If You Have Existing Local Active 
Transportation Standards…

 Review the Guide and let 
WSDOT know if there is 
guidance that should change to 
better align with your local 
guidance

 Consider updates to your local 
standards that may better align 
with the Guide

Source: Kennewick Engineering Department
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If You are Creating or Updating Local 
Standards…

 Consider updating your 
active transportation 
design standards to align 
with the Guide 

 Consider modifying the 
plan sheet details to fit 
your local context and 
use as standard 
drawings 
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Climate Element Planning 
Guidance Overlap
 Growth Management Act 

comprehensive planning
 Greenhouse gas reduction 

sample measures include ways 
to promote active 
transportation planning and 
design in local standards and 
policies
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Draft Review Through 11/10/2023

If you would like to review a draft of the guide and 
don’t believe you have received it, please give us 
your contact information after the presentation or 
contact Briana by email at 
Briana.Weisgerber@wsdot.wa.gov
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mailto:Briana.Weisgerber@wsdot.wa.gov


Schedule

January – September 
2023

WSDOT drafted design 
guide

September - 
November 2023
Document out 

for review

Fall 2023
WSDOT 

release final 
design guide

Winter 2024
Funding 

programs call 
for projects
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Deadline for Comments is 
November 10



Questions?
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For more information about the funding programs:
Safe Routes to School Program
Pedestrian & Bicycle Program

https://wsdot.wa.gov/business-wsdot/support-local-programs/funding-programs/safe-routes-school-program
https://wsdot.wa.gov/business-wsdot/support-local-programs/funding-programs/pedestrian-bicycle-program


Barb Chamberlain
Director, Active Transportation  Division 
(206) 716-1130 
Barb.Chamberlain@wsdot.wa.gov

Charlotte Claybrooke
Active Transportation Programs Manager 
(360) 790-5231 
Charlotte.Claybrooke@wsdot.wa.gov  

Briana Weisgerber
Active Transportation Programs Engineer
564-669-4552 
Briana.Weisgerber@wsdot.wa.gov 
  

Active Transportation Division ContactsPBP/SRTS Programs Contacts

Brian Wood
Active Transportation Programs Specialist
(360) 360-790-5340
woodb@wsdot.wa.gov

Chris Hawkins
Active Transportation Planner
360-972-4735 
Chris.Hawkins@wsdot.wa.gov

Brian Fulfrost
Active Transportation GIS & Data Analysis
(564) 233-8863
Brian.Fulfrost@wsdot.wa.gov

  

mailto:Barb.Chamberlain@wsdot.wa.gov
mailto:claybrc@wsdot.wa.gov
mailto:Briana.Weisgerber@wsdot.wa.gov
mailto:woodb@wsdot.wa.gov
mailto:Chris.Hawkins@wsdot.wa.gov
mailto:Brian.Fulfrost@wsdot.wa.gov


WSDOT Level of Traffic Stress
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Design Guide LTS Table
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High Level BLTS Analysis

35 mph/4700 AADT 30 mph/3600 AADT

SR 163, Tacoma

Bike Lane Present (5’ or greater) 

No bike lane? Use 
the general table: 25 

mph, 1 lane each 
direction, 3900 AADT 
= BLTS 3 (sidewalks 

make it LTS 2 for 
pedestrians)

Bike lane present? 
30 mph, 1 lane each 
direction, 6800 AADT 

= BLTS 2. Also, 
sidewalk presence 

(different table) 
makes this PLTS 2
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