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Department of Archaeology and 
Historic Preservation (DAHP) 

• State Historic Preservation Office (SHPO) 

• SHPOs established by the National Historic 
Preservation Act of 1966 

• Established by state legislation RCW 27.34 

• Both State and federally funded 



  
      

     
      

     
     

   

  
     
    

DAHP Mission Statement 
• The Department of Archaeology and Historic 

Preservation is Washington State's primary 
agency with knowledge and expertise in 
archaeology, historic preservation and the 
recovery of non-forensic human remains. 

• Three major program areas: 
• Regulatory 
• Economic Development 
• Historic and Cultural Data Management 

(DAHP is the central repository) 



    
  

 
 

 

 
 

  
 

 
 

 

  

 

         

    

DAHP is the Central Repository 
DAHP maintains 
~39,000 
archaeological 
site records 

~2,900 
National/State 
Register Listed 
Property records 

~650,000+ 
inventoried 
properties 

~38,000 survey 
reports 

~3,000 
cemeteries Archaeological site locations are not public records. RCW 42.56.300 

Exempts them from public disclosure. 



   

  
        

   
        

        
   

What are Cultural Resources? 

• Cultural resources can be defined as: 
• physical evidence or place of past human activity: 

site, object, landscape, structure 

• or a site, structure, landscape, object or natural 
feature of significance to a group of people 
traditionally associated with it. 



  

 
 

Cultural Resource Environments 

Archaeology 

Built Environment 
Cultural Landscapes 



  
       

        
     

Archaeological Resources 
• Archaeology is the study, interpretation and reconstruction 

of human behaviors based upon an investigation of the 
physical evidence of human activities. 



  
    

     
     

Archaeological Resources 
• Native American / Precontact / Prehistoric 

• Historic / Historical Period / Euroamerican 

• Multicomponent / Contact Period / Combined 



 
       

Built Environment 
• Anything built by people that is still useable. 



 
Structures 

Buildings 

Objects 

Built Environment 



 

   

Cultural 
Landscapes 

Battlefields Traditional Cultural Places 



    
 

  
  

     

Why be concerned about 
cultural resources? 

• Cultural resources 
are “endangered 
species” 

Anderson et al. 2017 PLOS One: 
https://doi.org/10.1371/journal.pone.0188142 



    
 

  
   

 

     
  

  

Why be concerned about 
cultural resources? 

Don’t underestimate 
public attachment to 
cultural resources. 

“How Luma, an ancient cedar, 
has transfixed Seattle” 

- KUOW Blog 10/23/2023 



    
 

   
     

       

Why be concerned about 
cultural resources? 

Performing cultural resource 
management work upfront will save 
you time and money in the long run. 



    
 

   
    

    
     

    
    

   
     
      

Why be concerned about 
cultural resources? 

• It’s the Law! 
• National Historic Preservation Act (NHPA) 1966 
• Governor’s Executive Order 21-02 (2021) 
• State Environmental Policy Act (SEPA) 1971 
• Shoreline Management Act (SMA) 1971 
• Growth Management Act (GMA) 1990 
• RCW 27.34 Historic Preservation 
• RCW 27.53 Archaeological Sites & Resources 
• RCW 27.44 Indian Graves & Records (1941) 



   

   
 

  

   
 

   
 

 
   

     
    

State Archaeology Laws Cover 

• Both recorded & 
unrecorded 
archaeological sites 

• On both public and 
private lands* 

• And apply to everyone: 
• Professional 

archaeologists 
• Tribal archaeologists* 
• Members of the public. 

*Note: Federal and Tribal lands 
are covered by Federal Laws 



 
      

          
 

         
   

      

Property Ownership 
• Artifacts are property of the landowner. 

• Artifacts from public lands must be curated at an appropriate 
Washington museum. 

• Artifacts recovered from excavations on private lands are the 
property of the landowner 

• We strongly encourage donation to a museum. 



   

  
   

     
   

  

  
  

    
    

State Human Remains Laws 

• Universal grave 
protection for all. 

• Applies to graves on ALL 
lands: state, county, 
city, and private. 

• Human remains 
inadvertent discoveries 
are always treated first 
as a potential crime 
scene. 



  
 

       
     

   

     
  

     
    

     

Inside the DAHP 
• Common Questions 

• “Why do I have to do a 
survey but the project up 
the road does not?” 

• “Why does this section of 
road need monitoring?” 

• “Why do we need to 
assess this old building 
and not the one next 
door?” 



  

  

 
  

 
  

 
   

Factors We Consider 
• IMPACTS 

• Demolition 
• Ground disturbing 

activities 

• PREVIOUS HISTORY 
• Previously recorded 

cultural resources 
• Previous cultural surveys 

• RESEARCH 
• Predictive Modelling 
• Historic Maps and 

Documents 



    
      

The Public Side of WISAARD 
Buildings: Inventoried and Listed Properties; and Districts 

www.dahp.wa.gov 



    
    

The Public Side of WISAARD 
Archaeology: General Land Office Maps 



    
   

The Public Side of WISAARD 
Archaeology: DAHP Predictive Model 



    
    

The Secure Side of WISAARD 
Archaeology: Sites and Districts; Surveys 



   Agency Data Sharing Agreement 



  
  

  
 

  
  
   

  DAHP Project Review 

• REACHING A BALANCE 
• Protecting Cultural Resources 
• Minimizing Risk to Projects 

• RECOMMENDATIONS 
• Survey – Pedestrian; 

Subsurface; Built Environment 
• Monitoring 
• Mitigation 

• REQUIREMENTS 
• Archaeological Permitting 

and Mitigation 



   
   

    

      
    

    
    

 

It’s All About Managing Risk 

• Risk to cultural resources 

• Risk to the project 

“City Council Votes to Extend Temporary 
Historic Protections for the Showbox” 

“Discovery of human remains 
doesn’t slow sewer plant project” 

vs. 



    
      

 

    

• Survey = Lowest Risk 
• Archaeologists and Built Environment Specialist survey 

in advance 

It’s All About Managing Risk 



    

    

      
     

It’s All About Managing Risk 

• Monitoring = Higher Risk 

“Lower Elwha Klallam sue to have graving 
yard site remain as burial ground” 



      
    

    

• Inadvertent Discovery Plan = Much Higher Risk 

• Do Nothing? = Highest Risk 

It’s All About Managing Risk 



   

  
 

  
 

  

Managing Risk – Tribal Consultation 

• Tribes are 
Sovereign 
Nations 

• Tribes have 
Treaty Rights 

• Tribes have 
Knowledge 



   
    

    
     

 

Tribal Consultation – Best Practices 
• Consultation is about relationships. 
• Honesty is essential to consultation. 
• Natural resources are considered cultural 

resources. 



  
    

       

  

     

       
 

        

Tribal Consultation – 
Who What When Where How? 

WHO? 

• Lead Agency is the lead on Tribal
consultation 

• Delegation of authority 

• What about project proponents and
consultants? 

• Be clear that you are not conducting
official consultation 

• Ask if they are interested in discussing the
project 



  

 

 

 
 

 

  

 

Tribal Consultation – What? 

• Everything! 
Restoration 

Projects 
Construction 

Projects 

Planning 

Environmental 
Impact 

Land Use Statements 
Changes 

Community 
Projects 

Documents 



  
  

      
       

 

Tribal Consultation – When? 
• “Early and often” 
• Agencies should also consult outside of projects 
• Consultation occurs from planning until the end 

of construction 



  

  
   

  
   

 

    

Tribal Consultation – Where? 

• Invite Tribal 
members to your
offices 

• Invite Tribal 
members to visit 
project locations 

• Offer to visit their 
workplace 



  
 
     
 

Tribal Consultation – How? 

• DAHP Website 
• GOIA (Governor’s Office of Indian Affairs) 
• Tribal Websites 



     
         

  
   

      

      
      

      
        
    

Conclusions 

• There are laws protecting Cultural Resources 

• If you are the Lead Agency you are responsible 
for: 

• Consultation with Tribes 
• Consultation with the DAHP 
• Verifying that cultural resource requirements are 

followed 

• The DAHP is a resource – Use us! 
• There are additional resources online – Consider 

a Data Share Agreement with the DAHP 

• Plan ahead for Cultural Resources to reduce the 
Risk to your projects. 



 

 
  

Questions?? 

Stephanie Jolivette 
Local Government Archaeologist 
Stephanie.Jolivette@dahp.wa.gov 

www.dahp.wa.gov 
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