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Agenda

Why we are here
Need for affordable housing
Contaminated properties
Cleanup process
Planning
People 
Options
Q&A
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Here to talk about 
Creating affordable housing on formerly contaminated site
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Mount Baker Maddux



We need more housing…
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Future home needs broken down by area 
median income (AMI) groups

Source: Washington Department of Commerce, 2022



We need more housing…
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Source: Washington Department of Commerce, 2022



Land is limited

• The Growth Management Act 
directs jurisdictions to plan for 
sufficient land capacity for 
housing needs.

• Development outside of urban 
growth areas is limited to 
“non-urban” in nature.

• Previously developed 
properties are increasingly 
being reused as affordable 
and low-income housing.
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Brownfields
property with known or suspected environmental 
contamination that hinders redevelopment or full use

7Brownfield definitions: RCW 70A.305.020(3) | 42 U.S.C. 9601(39)

https://app.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=70A.305&full=true#70A.305.020
https://www.govinfo.gov/content/pkg/USCODE-2021-title42/html/USCODE-2021-title42-chap103-subchapI-sec9601.htm
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Washington Cleanup Sites
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14,000 
sites



Washington Cleanup Sites
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New housing as infill development
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Pros Cons

• Preserves green space
• Limits sprawl

• Closer to goods and services
• Access to transit
• Reduces blight

• Existing infrastructure • Uncertainty of cleanup requirements
• Cleanup costs
• Potential liability
• Delayed timelines for construction

• Perception



1. Uncertainty of cleanup requirements

2. Cleanup costs

3. Potential liability

4. Delayed timelines for construction

5. Perception

Tackling the challenges
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Little problem or big, simple or complicated

Same as uncertainty. How will it impact the bottom line?

What will the regulatory agency require

Construction funding is complicated and on a cycle that does not 
necessarily correspond with cleanup.

Environmental and economic justice



Potential liability

Due diligence is the first step
• Phase I ESA
• Meet with regulators – before purchase, if possible
• Understand risk tolerance
• Legal guidance
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Laws vary by state
• New purchasers can be liable for impacts from past uses
• Options for liability defenses
• Settling liability



Cleanup Variables
Your cleanup costs vary
•  Type of contaminant(s), media, exposure
Your cleanup timelines vary
•  Development may happen before cleanup is complete
Hire a professional consultant

14



Overcoming the challenges
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SolutionsCons
Work with your environmental agency.
Due diligence.Uncertainty about cleanup requirements 

Due diligence.
Planning.Cleanup costs

Work with your environmental agency.
Due diligence.Potential liability

Planning.
Communication.Delayed timelines for construction

Work with your environmental agency.
Communication. Perception
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Benefits of building on brownfields?

Human health

Social health

Environmental 
restoration

Environmental 
justice

Reducing 
displacement

Urban 
planning

Promoting 
equity



2. Do your environmental due diligence
3. Engage an environmental consultant
4. Get an environmental attorney
5. Talk to Ecology

1. Communicate

What to do for a Brownfield development project...
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Model Toxics Control Act (MTCA) Cleanup Process

Cleanup Process

Plan Assess Clean up

Planning

Initial Investigation 
Phase I & II 

Environmental Site 
Assessment (ESA)

Remedial 
Investigation/ 

Feasibility 
Study (RI/FS)

Cleanup 
Action 

Plan (CAP)

Engineering Design Report (EDR)/ 
Cleanup



Brownfields funding helps people meet MTCA cleanup requirements

Plan Assess Clean up

Planning
Initial Investigation /

Phase I & II Environmental 
Site Assessment (ESA)

Remedial 
Investigation / 

Feasibility Study 
(RI/FS)

Cleanup Action 
Plan (CAP) Engineering Design Report (EDR) / Cleanup

EPA FUNDING
128(a) State Response Program (SRP)
Technical assistance

STATE FUNDING 
Integrated Planning Grant (IPG)  
Affordable Housing
Brownfields Flexible Funding

EPA FUNDING  
128(a) State Response Program (SRP)
EPA Assessment, Multipurpose
Targeted Brownfields Assistance (TBA)

STATE FUNDING
Integrated Planning Grant (IPG)
Remedial Action Grant (RAG)
Affordable Housing
Brownfields Flexible Funding
Commerce Revolving Loan Fund (RLF)

EPA FUNDING 
EPA Cleanup, Multipurpose

STATE FUNDING
Remedial Action Grant (RAG)
Affordable Housing
Brownfields Flexible Funding
Commerce RLF and Grant



State
• Integrated Planning Grant 

(IPG)
• Remedial Action Grant (RAG)
• Affordable Housing Grants
• Flexible Brownfields Funding
• Commerce Revolving Loan 

Fund (RLF) and grants

Programs to help with cleanup

Federal
• State Response Program 

(SRP) Technical assistance
• EPA Assessment 
• EPA Multipurpose Grant
• EPA Targeted Brownfields 

Assistance (TBA)



Brownfields webpages: ecy.wa.gov/brownfields

https://ecy.wa.gov/brownfields
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Resources for brownfields come from…

Ecology
EPA & Commerce

PLIA & CCLR

Brownfields Funding table

https://ecology.wa.gov/Asset-Collections/Doc-Assets/Contamination-cleanup/Brownfields/BrownfieldsFundingOverview


Support the first steps in the cleanup and redevelopment process 
by helping to create an integrated project plan.

Available to local governments that own or are considering 
acquisition, cleanup, and redevelopment of a brownfield property 
or multiple brownfield properties.

Integrated Planning Grant



Purpose-

1. Reduce cleanup costs to develop affordable housing.

2. Target areas in high need of affordable housing 
in proximity to transit, goods, and services.

3. Reduce displacement.

Affordable Housing Grant Program



Affordable Housing Grant Program

Planning Grants- Initial site investigation, project viability, due 
diligence, & community engagement. Not under an order or 
decree.
                    Funding limit- $400,000

Cleanup Grants- All phases of cleanup, including cleanup 
construction.  Work done under and order or decree.

Funding limit- None

Two types of grants:



Brownfields Revolving Loan Fund Program

The program provides low interest loans to private businesses and/or 
grants to local governments, non-profits, tribes, and ports undertaking 
cleanup of contaminated properties.

Washington State Department of Commerce

EPA RLF Bipartisan Infrastructure Funding
New Award: $3,900,000 
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• Meet Federal definition of a brownfield (CERCLA section 
101(39) [42 U.S.C. section 9601])

o Includes conducting AAI prior to purchase

• Davis Bacon Endangered Species Act 

• Archaeological and cultural resources review (Section 106 
NHPA)

• Participation in VCP or other MTCA cleanup process

Brownfields RLF requirements



• Funding is available to for-profit businesses
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Advantages of Brownfields RLF 

For more info…
https://www.commerce.wa.gov/serving-communities/brownfields-revolving-
loan-fund/ 

• Non-competitive process, available any time

• Favorable terms-Interest rates are lower than current 
market rate

• No penalty for repayment

https://www.commerce.wa.gov/serving-communities/brownfields-revolving-loan-fund/
https://www.commerce.wa.gov/serving-communities/brownfields-revolving-loan-fund/


Brownfields funding 
opportunities 

(side 1 of 2)



Brownfields funding 
opportunities 

(side 2 of 2)



How can you access brownfields resources

Subscribe to Brownfields Program, Site Register, or 
Remedial Action Grant for solicitation periods

Contact the Brownfields Team

Visit Spills & Cleanup grants & loans webpages

Submit a Brownfields Project Inquiry Form 
when you have a site-specific project

https://public.govdelivery.com/accounts/WAECY/subscriber/new?topic_id=WAECY_148
https://public.govdelivery.com/accounts/WAECY/subscriber/new?topic_id=WAECY_118
https://public.govdelivery.com/accounts/WAECY/subscriber/new?topic_id=WAECY_110
https://ecology.wa.gov/spills-cleanup/contamination-cleanup/brownfields
https://ecology.wa.gov/about-us/payments-contracts-grants/grants-loans/find-a-grant-or-loan


https://ecology.wa.gov/brownfields-list

Scan to subscribe to the Brownfields Newsletter!

  

https://ecology.wa.gov/brownfields-list


Brownfields Core Team

Ali Furmall

Arianne Fernandez

Hayden Agnew-
Wieland

Dan Joswiak

Elaine Heim

Brownfields Regional Team

Tom Middleton

Mary Monahan

Kim Smith

Sandy Treccani

Erika 
Beresovoy Tra ThaiSandra 

MatthewsHugo Froyland

October 2024

Tina Hochwender

Elizabeth Court

  



    

Contact us!

Ali Furmall | Hydrogeologist
(509) 655-0538
ali.furmall@ecy.wa.gov

Arianne Fernandez | Toxicologist
(360) 704-0173
arianne.fernandez@ecy.wa.gov

Dan Joswiak | Hydrogeologist
(509) 992-0755
dan.joswiak@ecy.wa.gov 

Tina Hochwender | Planner
(564) 669-1915
tina.hochwender@ecy.wa.gov 

Elaine Heim | Planner
(360) 584-3750
elaine.heim@ecy.wa.gov

Hayden Agnew-Wieland| Env. Specialist
(360) 338-2718
hayden.agnew-wieland@ecy.wa.gov 

October 2024

mailto:ali.furmall@ecy.wa.gov
mailto:Arianne.Fernandez@ecy.wa.gov
mailto:djos461@ecy.wa.gov
mailto:tina.hochwender@ecy.wa.gov
mailto:elaine.heim@ecy.wa.gov
mailto:hayden.agnew-wieland@ecy.wa.gov


Thank you

PROGRAM CONTACT:

Sandra Matthews
Department of Ecology
Toxics Cleanup Program 
smat461@ecy.wa.gov 
425-223-1999
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mailto:taca461@ecy.wa.gov

	Slide Number 1
	Agenda
	Here to talk about �Creating affordable housing on formerly contaminated site
	We need more housing…
	We need more housing…
	Land is limited
	Brownfields
	Slide Number 8
	Washington Cleanup Sites
	Washington Cleanup Sites
	New housing as infill development
	Tackling the challenges
	Potential liability
	Cleanup Variables
	Overcoming the challenges
	Benefits of building on brownfields?
	What to do for a Brownfield development project...
	Model Toxics Control Act (MTCA) Cleanup Process
	Brownfields funding aligns with MTCA cleanup steps
	Programs to help with cleanup
	Ecology’s Brownfields Program webpages
	Slide Number 22
	Integrated Planning Grant
	Affordable Housing Grant Program
	Affordable Housing Grant Program
	Brownfields Revolving Loan Fund Program
	Slide Number 27
	Slide Number 28
	Brownfields funding table (side 1)
	Brownfields funding opportunities ��(side 2 of 2)��
	Slide Number 31
	Subscribe to newsletter
	Slide Number 33
	Ecology’s Brownfields Team contact information
	Thank you

