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“CALL BEFORE YOU DIG”
TIPS FOR WORKING WITH THE DEPARTMENT OF ARCHAEOLOGY AND 

HISTORIC PRESERVATION (DAHP)

Stephanie Jolivette,     Local Governments Archaeologist

CULTURAL RESOURCES

Cultural resources can be defined as:

 physical evidence or place of past human activity: site, object, 

landscape, structure

 or a site, structure, landscape, object or natural feature of 

significance to a group of people traditionally associated with it.
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CULTURAL RESOURCE ENVIRONMENTS

Archaeology

Built Environment

Cultural Landscapes 

LANDSCAPES

Historic Cultural Landscapes 

Battlefields Traditional Cultural Places 
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ARCHAEOLOGICAL RESOURCES 

Archaeology is the study, interpretation and reconstruction 

of human behaviors based upon an investigation of the 

physical evidence of human activities. 

ARCHAEOLOGICAL RESOURCES 

Native American / Precontact / Prehistoric

Historic / Historical Period

Multicomponent / Contact Period
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BUILT ENVIRONMENT
 Historic Preservation: The endeavor to conserve and protect buildings, 

objects, or landscapes of cultural significance.

 Urban Planning:  The cohesive application of organization with regards 

to consumption, disposal, and enterprise in a man-made environment

 Landscape Architecture:  The design of public spaces, areas, landmarks to 

achieve environmental, social-behavioral or aesthetic outcomes.

 Sustainability:  The capacity for something to endure, to remain viable, to 

provide a level of functional utility and production over the long-term.

CULTURAL RESOURCE CLASSIFICATIONS

Buildings

Structures

Sites

Objects

Districts
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BUILDING EXAMPLES
 Houses, barns, stables, courthouses, commercial buildings, libraries, 

factories, mills, depots, hotels, theaters, schools, stores, churches, etc.

HISTORIC STRUCTURE EXAMPLES
 Bridges, tunnels, towers, dams, roads, kilns, fortifications, earthworks, 

grades, transportation systems, boats, trains, grandstands, observatories.
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SITES: HISTORIC EXAMPLES
 Cemeteries, gardens, grounds, battlefields, etc…

SITES: ARCHAEOLOGICAL EXAMPLES

 Cemeteries, battlefields, ruined villages, groves or stands of managed 

trees, petroglyphs and pictograph sites, cairns, and trails,.
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ARCHAEOLOGY OR BUILT?

NATIVE AMERICAN OBJECTS

 Sculpture, monuments, boundary markers, way-finding
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HISTORIC OBJECTS
 Sculptures, statuary, monuments, boundaries markers, fountains.

HISTORIC DISTRICT EXAMPLES
 Campuses, residential, commercial areas, fortresses, industrial, linear 

resources, agricultural
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NATIVE AMERICAN CULTURAL LANDSCAPE

 Culturally modified trees, gathering areas, traditional cultural places.

 Archaeological Districts

INSIDE THE DAHP

Common Questions

“Why do I have to do a survey but the project 

up the road does not?”

“Why does this section of road need 

monitoring?”

“Why do we need to assess this old building and 

not the one next door?”
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FACTORS WE CONSIDER

 IMPACTS

Demolition

Ground disturbing activities

PREVIOUS HISTORY

Previously recorded cultural resources

Previous cultural survey

PREDICTIVE MODELLING

State and National Register Listed Properties

www.dahp.wa.gov
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WA ARCHAEOLOGICAL PREDICTIVE 
MODELS
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30 x 30 meter cells

THE SECURE SIDE OF WISAARD
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DAHP RECOMMENDATIONS

REACHING A BALANCE

Protecting Cultural Resources

Minimizing Risk to Project

RECOMMENDATIONS

Survey – Pedestrian and Subsurface

Monitoring

Archaeological Permitting 

CULTURAL RESOURCE PROFESSIONALS

 Cultural 

 Anthropologist

 Archaeologist

 Landscape Architect

 Ethnographer

 Built Environment

 Historian

 Architectural Historian

 Architect

 Historic Architect
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TRIBAL CONSULTATION IN WASHINGTON

 Consult as early as possible.  Consultation occurs from planning to the end of 

construction. 

 Consultation is an exchange of ideas.  Meaningful dialogue is expected. 

 Tribal members are professionals and expect to be treated with professional 

respect.

TRIBAL CONSULTATION IN WASHINGTON
 Consultation is about relationships. Agencies need to develop relationships with Tribes just as 

they do with other agencies. 

 Natural resources are considered cultural resources.  
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TRIBAL CONSULTATION IN WASHINGTON

 Tribes have treaty rights.  Federal agencies should be aware of those treaty 

rights. 

 All Tribes are not the same. In Washington there are 29 nations.

 30 day timeframe has no meaning for Tribes as they are sovereign. 

TRIBAL CONSULTATION IN WASHINGTON

 Tribes can be an amazing resources. 

 It is worth forging those relationships. 
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QUESTIONS?? 

Stephanie Jolivette

Local Government Archaeologist

360-586-3088

Stephanie.Jolivette@dahp.wa.gov


